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141st Liberal Party Assembly.

9:00

9.30-10.00

10.15-12.30

12.30-13:45

13.45-14.30

14.30-15.00

Programme of Events.

Registration

Opening Address — Clir Steve Radford, Leader of the Liberal
Party

Agenda - Clir Charles Shaw, Chair of the NEC

Session One:

Motions

Labours War on Business- A Better Deal for Private Business
The licensing of HMO and Children’s Homes

Reform of The Triple Lock for Pensions

Scraping Sunday Trading Laws Restrictions

Lunch

Afternoon Session.

Party Business. Session only open to Party Members.
Website Development

Policy Development

Motions

Extra Bank Holidays

Small Change

The Provision of Social Housing in New Build Developments
The Liberal Party Supports Small Abattoir’s

Afternoon Break



15.00- 16.30 Final Session.
Motions
Civil Defence in the UK

UK Support for the Residents of the Falklands Islands and
Gibraltar

The US Threat to the Established International Order
Support for High Energy Users in Business in the UK

Awards & Presentations

Assembly is to be followed by a short National Executive Committee meeting.



Motions for Debate

Labours War on Business- A Better Deal for Private Business

Whilst the Labour Government cannot be held entirely responsible for the nation’s current
economic situation, during its time in office it has shown a contempt towards business, and
those who wish to better themselves through their own efforts to create wealth and prosperity

We believe that to promote economic activity, prosperity and employment the government
should:

Repeal the £22 billion increase in NI tax on employers.

Reduce business rates to support the long-term viability of businesses in all sectors, not just
hospitality.

Business rates should reflect a business’s costs within the community, not a source of revenue
to fund local council services which should come from Land Value Taxation(LVT) supplemented
by a reformed property tax.

Reduce council parking charges in areas only where it is known to inhibit passing trade
Increase the VAT threshold for small business to £150k to reduce bureaucracy and red tape.

The minimum wage for young people should be at a level which encourages their employment
and at the same time encourage young people to seek employment.

Repeal aspects of recent employment law such as day one rights.
The Liberal Party NEC
Amendment

Replace Para 9 with Review aspects of recent employment law to encourage employers to
recruit staff.

C. Ash
The licensing of HMO and Children’s Homes

The Liberal Party call for the proper enforcement and licensing of Houses of Multiple
Occupation(HMOs) and children’s homes.

In the last 4 years Liverpool has seen a 240% increase in the creation of such properties, and
the city planning department has struggled to regulate and properly license these.

There have been instances in Liverpool where unregistered children’s homes have only come to
light after medical emergencies, whilst Liverpool City Council has knowingly placed children in
unregistered children’s homes.

Whilst a HMO may be suitable for students or those looking for short term lets, they are not
suitable for long-term occupation, and their proliferation changes the character of local
communities.

Their increase also reduced the availability of properties for local families to move into reducing
local links and connections within communities.



The Liberal Party NEC
Reform of The Triple Lock for Pensions

The Liberal Party proposes the removal of the Triple Lock on Pensions and to replace it with a
Double Lock or a smoothed earnings lock.

The triple lock has become a wealth transfer mechanism from those in work, to those who have
already retired and hold considerable housing wealth.

We believe the long-term cost of the triple lock has not been properly accounted for and could
drive out investment and spending elsewhere in the economy.

We support a properly funded universal state pension which should be accessible to all to
alleviate poverty.

Kayed Al-Haddad and The Liberal Party NEC
Amendment

Delete 2™ paragraph C Ash.

Scraping Sunday Trading Laws Restrictions

Current laws in England (separate laws in Scotland, Wales and NI) forbid retail shops opening
before 10am and after 6pm (and must be open for a maximum of 6 hours only).

Scrapping Sunday trading laws can boost the economy by increasing retail sales and creating
more jobs. Furthermore, the current rules are outdated, ignore modern work patterns, and fail to
match public demand for flexible shopping.

Kayed Al-Haddad and Kayed Al-Haddad
Amendment - Add

We fully acknowledge that shop workers are key to successful Sunday trading and their right to
adequate rest days should be properly supported. Workers should receive adequate and proper
remuneration for working unsocial hours .

S.Graham & C.Ash
Extra Bank Holidays

The Liberal Party calls for (given high unemployment, decreasing work break times and the need
to preserve our traditions) the introduction of 4 extra bank holidays. Candlemas (2nd February),
Ash Wednesday, Mayday (1st May) and an autumn bank holiday, on the Monday nearest the
23rd of September.

Duran O'Dwyer and the Liberal Party NEC
Amendment

Suggest deleting all after for in the first line and the in the second i.e. all within the parenthesis .
Delete bank holidays and replace with annual leave days . Delete all after that .

The amended motion would then be



The Liberal Party calls for the introduction of 4 extra annual leave days.
C.Ash and S.Graham

Small Change

The Liberal Party calls for the end to production of 1 and 2 pence coins.
Duran O'Dwyer and the Liberal Party NEC

The Provision of Social Housing in New Build Developments

The Liberal Party believes the framework for delivering social housing within new build
development’s is no-longer viable without proper government enforcement.

Councils are unable to enforce it, central government has failed to support them and
developers have constantly obstructed their provision.

This has been done by avoiding the thresholds for the provision of social housing by building in
small batches or pushing back over the appointment of social landlords.

We believe that the government should repeal the compulsory inclusion of social housing and
allow developers to deliver which ever mix of housing provision they wished and the increase in
corporation tax receipts would be used to further fund council house building.

Local government would also be allowed to use the section 106 developers contribution to fund
council houses and social housing as well as improvements to local services.

This will allow council house provision to be better alighed with local needs.
The Liberal Party NEC

Amendment

Delete Para 5 & 6 and replace with

To strengthen the ability for local social housing to be built, we support ring fenced government
grants. This will allow council house provision to be better aligned with local needs.

We do not support the notion of right to buy as it depletes housing stocks. and we propose
legislation to have that option closed with alternative assistance for first time buyers.

C.Ash & S.Graham
The Liberal Party Supports Small Abattoir’s

The Liberal Party supports the retention of small abattoirs, and to ensure their Food Standards
Agency fees remain low, so they can survive.

In 1990, there were 2500 abattoirs, today there are just 203 and 40% of those are at risk of
closing. An estimated 43% of farmers can't sell meat locally anymore as animals now have to
travel 30 to 60 miles instead of 10 to be processed. Food standards agency fees are up17.7%,
while A 90% discount is threatened to small abattoirs five closed in 2024 alone.

When a local Abattoir close’s

Your local butcher loses supply



Small farmers can't complete
You lose access to local traceable meat
Animal welfare will suffer
Big industrial meat processors will win
Government is in effect blocking access to local food
Action needs to be taken and we demand permanent protection for small Abattoirs.
Once these abattoirs are gone, they are not coming back.
Abattoirs are working at full capacity. At present, we cannot afford to let any to be closed.

Cllr Roy Collins, Saint Michaels Ward Honiton East Devon district Council and the Liberal Party
NEC

Civil Defence in the UK

Civil defence in the UK does not rate as highly as it should with local government, and has seen
little encouragement or funding from central government.

Threats to the country come both from natural and unnatural disasters, ranging from flooding
and drought caused by climate change, to hostile action by foreign actors.

The country lacks both resilient international connections and national communications
networks as well as a comprehensive public broadcast system aside from the BBC.

We welcome the increased urgency being put into the publication of a War book, detailing basic
step household can take to prepare themselves in the face of a national emergency.

The Cabinet Office Briefing Rooms (COBRA) briefings convene on an ad hoc basis and is a
reactive gathering, not a tool for long-term decision making. Contingency planning must be
encouraged and acted upon.

Provision must therefore be made for local planning, with adequate funding for the acquisition
and storage of equipment, vehicles and supplies.

The Liberal Party NEC
UK Support for the Residents of the Falklands Islands and Gibraltar

The Liberal Party robustly supports the right of British territories especially the Falklands islands
and Gibraltar to self-determination and to remaining British.

We believe that the Argentinian and Spanish authorities have regular agitated on the sovereignty
of these territories, and we welcome the recent agreement on the freedom of movement
between Spain and Gibraltar as a means of normalising relations.

The US government has been singular bi-partisan in its support for British sovereignty over the
Falklands. This stance actively encourages Argentinian in its claims as a regular distraction to
their own economic troubles.

We believe that both overseas territories should be able to send elected representatives to sit in
a reformed House of Lords to allow their citizens a degree of representation.



The Liberal Party NEC
The US Threat to the Established International Order
The Liberal Party recognising the unreliability of the USA as a defence and trading partner.

Its pursuit of sovereignty over Greenland and its aggressive trade position with Canada has
turned away long-standing allies.

Liberals recognise that the UK needs to reassess international relationships to make us less
reliable on the USA and that strengthening other world relationships is in our fundamental
interests both long and short term.

Therefore the UK should positively respond to the leadership of Mark Carney and Canada in
building pan Canada UK European defence logistics and reducing trade barriers.

The UK should take a more proactive role increasing trade and other global initiatives across the
Commonwealth.

The Liberal Party NEC
Support for High Energy Users in Business in the UK

The UK has seen a continued hollowing out of the UK chemical and petro-chemical industries,
driven in part by high international energy prices.

We are already dependent on imported goods including 60% of our fertiliser consumption, 40-
60% of our industrial CO2 as well as refined oil products.

The closure of the Straits of Hormuz has shown the vulnerability of supply chains for vital
chemical and fertilizes from the Gulf states.

According to figures published by the ONS chemical output has fallen 42% since March 2020
and a further 60% since 2021 according to the Chemicals Industries Association who report 25
sites have closed during that time.

We believe the government must work with energy providers and industry to ensure a viable
industrial bases remains in this country. Long-term energy contracts should be in place to
support high energy consumers.

The use of the international gas price should be decoupled from pricing to allow transparent
energy pricing to smooth out peaks and troughs in pricing to better support long term business
planning and investment.

The Liberal Party NEC



